
Pictures of the Past

Historical house left in 'disgrace'
The Old Baldwin Hotrsc

Tod"y at the comer of Main Street
and Cherry Hill Road is a veterinary
hospital where once stood an ancient
house known as the Bddwin House. Six
acres of land were given by the town to
Daniel Swaine in 1681 and at the @mer
of Blatchlry's Carnvay (now Cherry Hill
Road) he built a home. Daniel Swaine's
heirs sold the properry in 1687 to
Nathaniel Harrison Sr. who occupied the
house until his death in 1727.

The Baldwin House has dosc ties to
thc Harrison Housc * 124 Main Su,
now the headquartcn for the Branford
Historical Sociey. Nathanicl Harrison
Sr. gave to his son Nathaniel II (1692-
1760) the western pan of the homelot
wheranpon the son built a new home
abo* 1724. The Harrison Family would
occupy this second housc until 1800
when the only child of Narhaniel Har-
rison III - Manha Harrison Baldwin -
sold the Harrison Hodse and movod into
her great-grandfather's house at the

corner of Blatchley s Carnvay.
Manha Harrison, widow of

Nicodemus Baldwin lived in the corner
house with her second husband Jonathan
Palmer and thcir ninc children. The
Bddwin House had a succession of
owners until 1743 when John Ford
willed the properry to Yde College. Mar-
tha Harrison Bddwin Palmer had a lease
for 99 yean from the college .

By 1900 thc old Baldwin House was
abandonod but the erchitecture ofthe
building was studiod by Isham and
Brown and plaru for the house were
published in their b@k Esb &ntuc-
ti*t Houcs that ycar. 'I'he Bratt@
Opinim notes in Scptember 1900 thar
"the old Baldwin Housc er the orner of
Chory Hill Road and Main Street is a
disgrace" Thc newspaper makes a find
sraremenr June 8, 1901 "Thc old
Baldwin House is no morc. A large crowd
of men and bop with ropcs pulled it
down." ]ane Pacrson Bouley
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TI{E OID MLDWIN HOLISE once stood at tbe conta of Cber-

ry Hill Road od Main Strcet b wrc torn doan in 1901.


