
Pictures of the Past

OId lookout tower
used &ringWWII
The feeling of patriodsm d[ring \trorfd ITar II was

great and *""ny .itizent from BLnford helpod rheir

Iounrry', cause'borh here and abroad Therc was an ac-

tive group that kept watch over land and sea througttour
the iar fbr fear of .t emv inrasion- The "Aircraft 'Warn-

ing Service;" originally pan of the American I-egion, be-

came a branch oFthe U.S. Army andThomas,{. Surgess

was in charge of'the Branford operation.
The firsthanford obserrration tower was on Cocheco

Avenue on land donated bv Reeinald Bddwin and was

built November 1940. In April-1941, the old windmill
from the Brainerd Hotd in Srony Creek was moved to
the Hirchcock properry in Pawson Park and was usod as

the lookout tower.-The windmill was originally buih by
Alvan S. Brainerd to supply running water to the hotel.

This tower was moved in December of that year to dre

top of the hill ar Parker Mernorial Park with a good viav
ofboth water and air. The towerwas manned 24 houn a
day throughout the entire war.

Members of Branford's Aircraft'\tr7arning Service were

dedicated citizens and over 100 volunreered their time
during \forld'\tr[ar I[. The Brenfond Point observation

tower was findly removod about 1960.
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THE BRANFORD POINT obsmation toa,n
uas used dwing WorA 'lY'at II and the

Korcan Vbr mil stood ourloobing Parht
Memoial Pat*.. It was ruz,cd about 1960.
(Pbotocarn'teslof BranfordHisnicalSocicty)


