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chairman. Baskerball and
other evenrs *.r. h.lf"il*" 1U
colonial house on Main Street near
Harrison Avenue. This building
formerly belonged ro the Henry Harl
rison family and later became the
popular Polly's Tea Room. k was
torn down in the 1950s.

More familiar is the old Com-
muniry House ar rhe corner of South
Main and Montowse Steec, former-
ly known as Vilford's Corner. This
structure was buik in 1896 by Ben-

4m.in A Hoslqy as the Knights of
Pyrhias Hall. t)nhian Hall wis used
for an armory and in l9l9 was a cor-

Communrty House semed
as tecteation headquatterc
An effon to organizc a recreation

department in Branford was begun
in the 1920s under the auspices of
the Branford Communiry Council
with Frank Kinney Sr. as board

set facrory. ln 1926 fuhian Hall was
purchasod by the Malleable Iron Fit-
tings Company and the ncxr year
turnod over to the Branford Com-
muniry Council.

The old Communiry House,
under the direcrorship of Harry
Brazeau, provided a place for town
events and recreation for many years.

After'World'War II, rhe condition of
the building deterioratod and was
nicknamed the "Dust Bowl." Joseph
Trapasso became recreation direcior
in l95l and, with much community
supporr, a new Communiry House
was buih on Church Strecr in 1962.
The former Pyhian Hall was torn
down in 1963 and the sire is used
today as a parking lor.
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