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The oA Brattfod fo en ard
wds torn down in 1968.
C ourte sy Braafo rd Histoical S ocie ty

Pictures of the Past

Jane Pctcrson Boulcy

JaiI evenflrally went (to 
the doglr,

The Branford Town Jail
_ The Branford Town Jail stlod on the
9reen to the west and iear of the town-
hall.-l'he April 3, 1878 issue 

"f rii E "i-[br( Opinioz reporrs that ground was
broken. on $e green for thJ new iail. Jt
wou.ld b-e 14 by 18 feet, l0_feet hiih and
made of stone with an iron roof cJntain-
lng four cclls with one complet"lr l;;[.
Many local men helped build the jail anj
the o(penses totded $863.64. Thedate of
I 878 was etched in stone 

"bore 
the dooi.

The "lock-up," as it was known, was
used to house the occasiond crimind but

more often a local drunk overnisht. In
1896 the newspaper reports ,h"t?ti. -"_dition of the jiil'is a disgrace and
pnsoners were now housed in the base-
ment of rhe town hall. In l9l6 the old
jail was usod to keep stray does and the
people of Montoweie Strbt cimolainod
that the noise kept them-up at night. 

..

The old iail was used fbr storase until
it was torn'down in 1968 to m"[. *r,
fior a new west addition to the town hil.


